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Learning to draw is about looking and Candl
seeing. Keep practising and get to know
your subject. Use a sketchbook to make
quick drawings. Start by doodling, and
experiment with shapes and pattemns.
There are many ways to draw, and this

book shows only some of them. Look at
Christmas cards, shop window displays,
llustrators' drawings and see how friends
draw, but above all, find your own way.
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Try using different types of drawing paper
and matenals. Experiment with charcoal,
wax crayons and pastels. All pens, from
felt-tips to ballpoints, will make interesting
marks — or try drawing with pen and ink
on wetl paper.

Pencil drawing

Crosshatching is t1

Hatching
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Il you look at anything from different
viewpoints, you will see that the part that
is closest to you looks larger; and the part
furthest away from you looks smaller.
Drawing in perspective is a way of creating
a feeling of space - of showing three

dimensions on a flat surface.
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Drawing from photographs

Is a useful way to study

shape and proportion.

Copying a photograph can

be quite instructive and it's

much easier than trying to

draw a robin (or sleigh...)
before it flies off.
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These red-breasted birds are a species of
thrush. They live mainly on insects, and
build their nests in walls or trees using
moss and leaves. Since the mid-19th
century, they have become closely
associated with Christmas, featuring on
many festive cards and postage stamps.
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Whenever there's a heavy

snowfall, the first thing
people do is rush outside
and make a snowman. The
tallest snowman on record
was made in Bethel, Maine
in the USA in 2008. It
stood 122 feet tall!
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Dmrabio ng

Traditional Christmas decorations include
bells, boughs of holly, baubles, candy canes,
tinsel and mistletoe. This tradition of
decorating the home during the festive
period dates back at least as far as the
ISth century, when fir tree branches and

candles were placed indoors.




There are around 400 species of holly,
including English and Amencan varieties
which are often used as Christmas
decorations. English holly trees have green,
spiny leaves and red berries, and can grow
up Lo nearly 50 feet tall.
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It is fun to create your own —

hand-drawn lettering. Here :
is an example of how to
design a jolly Chnstmas-
themed alphabet. Use it for
cards, invitations and
posters, or use it to spell

out someone's name Lo
personalise special gifts.
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Decorative wreaths are displayed at
Christmas in the United States, Canada
and northern Europe. They usually feature
holly leaves and bernes. The tradition of
using wreaths on religious and festive
occasions stretches back at least as far as
ancient Egypt, although this practice was
later revived during the Italian Renaissance
and in Victorian England.
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Pine and fir are popular choices for
Christmas trees, or some people may
prefer an artificial one. They are decorated
with baubles, lights, a star or an angel
figurine on top, and sometimes sweets.
The Chnstmas tree tradition comes from

Germany. A fir tree hung with apples was
used in medieval plays to represent the
Garden of Eden. Families took to setting
up similar trees in their homes




It is believed that early Dutch emigrants to
New York transported the legend of Saint
Nicholas, so popularising the tradition of
giving gifts to children on his feast day. The
Dutch St Nicholas is "Sinter Klaas”. The
modern image of Santa Claus onginates

from the images for Harper's Weekly by
cartoonist Thomas Nast in 1863,




The modern idea of Santa's sleigh and the
names of his reindeer, comes from the
poem The Night Before Christmas. It was
originally published anonymously in 1823 in
the New York Sentinel. Rudolph was not
invented until 1939, when he featured in a
booklet that was sold at Montgomery
Ward department stores.




descriptions of Christ's
birth, the Nativity is a
popular theme in Christian
art. Pictures and models of
the scene usually show the

baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph
and three wise men In the
stable where the child was
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Chiaroscuro The practice of drawing high
contrast pictures with a lot of black and white,

but not much grey.

CompOSition The arran JCme nt of the lel arts of a
picture on the draw J:’. paper

Construction lines Guidelines used in the
early stages of a -meing. The
erased later.

v are usually

Fixative A type of resin used to spray overa
ix']l\ 1C \] \l awin b4 Lo preve Nt :;Il.\l?_’,lﬂt’,.ltShOUId
only be used byan adult.

Light source | he direction from which the
in a drawing.
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Perspective A method of drawing in which near
objects are \'lh whn larger than faraway objects
to give an impression of depth.

Pose The position assumed by a figure.
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