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INTRODUCTION

he enormous ovalshaped amphitheatre known as the
Colosseum has stood close to the middle of Rome for
over 1,900 years. Ever since it was first completed in
96 CE, people have admired its vast size and bold
design. [t measures 57 metres high, 188 metres across (at
its widest point) and 527 metres round the outsaide. Many
legends about the Colosseum have been passed down through
generatons, including the infamous tale that if it is ever
destroved, then the city of Rome will be destroyed with 1w
Throughout the ages, the Colosseum has been admired as
a magnificent building, and an impressive feat of engineenng,.
But it has a dark history of hosting ‘entertainment” within its
ancient walls that stain our memory of it today: the thousands of
glachators, captives and coiminals who fought to the death; the
millions of animals that were slaughtered in wild-beast shows 1o
satisfy spectators” lust for blood; or the hundreds of Chnstians
who were killed because of their beliefs.,
To the ancient Romans, the Colosseum was a noble
monument to a pmu-rhxl ruling family, a popul;ar pL‘u‘c of
amusement and a sacred arena where ‘holy and ancient games’

(as one Roman wnter desenbed them) were staged.
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THE ROMAN WORLD

he Colosseum was built during the Com, wine, honey, olive o1l and spices

first century CE, when the Roman came from the empire’s farms. Valuable maw
empire was growing ever richer and matenals, such as marble, metal and wool
more powerful. Backed up by then and luxury goods hike silk, papyrus, glass, furs
armies, Roman governors muled over conquered  and jewels were seized by soldiers, pasd as
termitonies and administered thewr Roman Laws. tnbute, or purchased by wealthy citizens,

Roman tax collectors sent money collected

In Roman tmes, the countnies of present.day
Europe did not exist. Instead, the land was
occupied by many warring tribes. By 100 CE,
the Romans had conquered most of these
tribes, Only the northern Germans, the

Scandimavians and the Shws remauned free
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treasury i Rome. Roman merchants went all g e b~ oo 5o S m—— —t

over the empare, buving valuable goods to

sell to nich citizens in Rome.,

The Rorman empire ot its Rairgest
and mont powerful, around
100 CE. The ermpire

stretched from

Scaeland 10 the

Middle East

Y

The eaglo was ™ Y
symbol of ths Rotme ermpin (¢

I'he Roman empire reached 1ts greatest
size during the reign of Emperor Trajan
(98-117 CE). Although it only stayed at
this powerful peak for less than 100 years,
By around 200 CE, its conquered people were
preparing to rebel. The empire finally collapsed
m 476 CE. But the Colosseum, hike mamy
other magnificent Roman buildings, remaimed

standing for future generatons to see.

The greasest threat 10 the n-‘.r]" of the
Roenan eopine came from wakd
ibes, e the Huns and

Goths, who lved oo

its north-cassern

fronbers
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CITY AND PEOPLE
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ome, goddess of people and gardens belonging to wealthy, noble famibies
continents, nothing can equal vou, and the digmified, spacious public buildings
and nowhere can approach your bt by earlier rulers of Rome.

power.” That was what the Roman Thev strolled, dazzled, through the great

poet Martial wrote in around 80 CE. The heart  Forum - a market-place where merchants

of the Roman empire, Rome spread over the sold goodds from all over the known world.
famous ‘Seven Hills', the legendary home I'hey stared wath respect at a noble senator,
of the city's first inhabitants, People armving cuned shoulder-high by slaves in a curtained
in Rome from distant hinds were astonished litter, on his way to a meeting to decude the
by the riches and beauty of the centmal fate of nations, They joined the noisy, excited
districts of the iy, They gazed i wonder at crowds watching - and betting on - chanot
the majestic temples and the fine statues of races at the Circus Maximus, Tired and dirty,

heroes, goddesses and gods. They admired the

they looked longingly at the cheap and relaxing

extravagantly decorated palaces and beautful public baths,
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IMPORTANT BUILDINCS IN ROME:

1. Theatre of Mascellus 5. Temple of Mars (the 9. Termple of Jupiter (the
13 Ck pod of war) 2 BCE Romans' most powertul
god) 30 BCE w0 14 CE.
2. Temple of Emperor 6. Basilica (buiiding sor
Trajan 98117 CI public meetings and 10, The Colosseum
administration) begun 72-96 CE
3, Teajanr's Foeum (o huge by Julius Caesar
shoppeng mall with 49-44 BCE, coempleted 11, Circus Maximus thuge
office blocks above) by Augustus race-track for chariot
1nict J0BCE» 14 CE races) begun 329 BCE,

rebuilt many tmes

4, Temple of Jupiter 7. Basilica buile by
Capitolines (the oy Emperor Maxentivs 12, Aqueduct built
of Rome's omn god) 37-313 CE by Emperor Nero
C. 500 CE and restored 5460 CE.
many times 8. Temple of Venus
poddess of love) and 13, Fermple of Claudius
Roena (godkdess of the 41-54 CK

ooty of Rome) ¢ 10 BCE
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The ¢ty of Romne wirs surroundied by
walls, strongly rebuilt during the reign
of Empercr Aurelian (270-275 Ch
Inside the walls were splendid public
buildiegs, fioe houses, statues and other

monuments. Outside the walls were the
suburbs where ardicary people Tved




T I I l : R l ] I IN( : ( : l A: ; t ; A patrician Lenily edow). Patricians Emperors were expected to rule with the
were rich and influential. Their wealth . . 4
s el : advice of the Senate: an assembly of nobles
came from inherited property. Most

patrickans owned vast estates in the who had all held senior government posts.

country, which were worked by dlaves

or neardy five centurnies (509-27 BCE), ARG
['he Senate could discuss government

Rome was a republic, Elected officials

policies and pass resolutions (called

ruled on behalf of the Roman people

‘senatus consulta’) which had the

In 27 BCE, after vears of civil war,

force of law.

the old republic was swept away and emperors
began to rule, Officially, the emperor’s title was
‘princeps’ (Arst citizen) but, by the time the
Colosseum was being built, Emperor Domitian
(ruled 81-96 CE) was demanding to be hailed
as ‘Master and God'.

Like other emperors, Domitian claimed
to be more than just a man. Past emperors
were worshipped 1 temples bunlt i thear
honour after they were dead. Massive
butlding projects, hike the Colosseum,

reveaded their vist wealth,

A patrician A member of the elite Practoran

(nobleman) making  Guaed (t0p left), one of the most

a speech in the prestigious regiments within

Senate (asembly the Roman amy
Under the During the second

Republican syssem,  century CE,
the Senate was the the Practoran

et ROverning Cuard p‘d“‘d an

bodv ol Rome, s impoctant roke
members discussed  Roversenent. The
and often shaped)  members chose

govemment policy 0 assassinated
sod proposed new  sevenal emperoes

Laws, Senatons

Many patncian

families also owned
splendid houses and

gardens in the city of

2N came from

patrician {noble

Rome, with large rooms
families; they had . R

full of fine furmeswre

all hedd senior

Rovermment posts Although the rich and noble enjoyed
After the repubilic marny privileges, plenty of ordinary
ended in 27 Roenan citizens did 100. Citizens could 3 Many emperors chose to ignore the Senate
PN
v ~ P . " . 4 %
BCE, the number vote and they enjoyed civil rights that the and follow the advice of palace servants, family
Of SONANOS Was pooe, foregners and slaves did noe

reduced, but the and friends. If this advice was good, and the

Senate still debated

emperor was wise, then Rome and its empire

the emperor’s . S

might be well governed. But if the advice was
actions and ofiesed bt .
acvice bad, then problems lay ahead.
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ORDINARY CITIZENS

¢ do not know the exact population of Rome

dunng the tme the Colosseum was being balt

(72-96 CE), but histornans estimate that it was

around one mullion i 100 CE. A few Roman
Fumilies were nobles, as rich and sophisticated as the aty atsell.
Many more were ordinary, hardworking tradesmen and women,
busy in occupatons ranging from pastry-makers and perfumers
to cormrmerchants, silkweavers and cooks. Other poorer citizens
sunived on part-time work and state chanty. But they were all
proud to belong to the city of Rome.

Many of Rome's mmhabitants were not ‘proper” atzens. Roman
law allowed peoples from all over the empire to come 1o Rome,
though they did not have full citizen'’s nghts, There was also
an enormous population of male and female slaves — around
100 000 1 100 CF

Foreygners and (especually) slaves were governed by harsh
laws — including death. But, increasingly, these laws came
to matter less and differences in work and wealth between
ctizens came to matter more, In fact, many foreigners and
slaves found good jobs and pun[u-wd, while Roman-bom

citizens remamed poor.

A busy Roman

street in 2 dianct

i

where ordinary
people lived. In the
SUMITET, P 1,»’4*
liked 10 spend time
outdoors, away
from their sma
cramped homes
Mary streets were
lined with shogs
and stalls. There
were Laverms u_‘lln'-;
hot sood and

wine, and pubix
livatones and
water-Sountains on

many street Cormer s

23

Extra rooms Flat rood usod

Kight: A big block
of flats, called an
insula tsland), built
in the fiest century CE
L[N ;w?.l:ﬁ' homes 1o
the rapdly increasing
popuiation of Rome
City land was becomung
expersive, so Roman
engineers designad boaildings
several stoeeys Pagh %0 make
maximum use of space. Water
came from the public fountain \
and there might be a tollet in

the courtyard

Blocks of flars Bhad shaps and offices &
strevt level and cramped, draughty ami
roams under the rood. The biggest and

best rooms were on the frst flooe

{ "'
\‘.Q'v
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CITY LIFE

round 117 CE, the Roman poet

Juvenal wrote, “How much happier

15 1t to be a nich man's shave than

a free-born aitizen,” Though they
remained proud of their free-born Roman
status, the ordinary citizens of Rome had been
feehng dissansfied for vears,

One major complant was about hving
conditions, Away from the grand central part
of the aity, the streets of Rome were noisy,
smelly and dirty, Houses and flats were
ramshackle and crowded. People lived m fear
of muggers, burglars and fires.

Another complant concerned the enormous
wealth and power of the few nch fumilies and
theiwr shaves. Many shaves were educated and
worked as doctors, seribes and accountants.
Roman law allowed masters and mastresses to
free their slaves (who could then earn high

salanes), or leave them large sums of money i

their wills, Successful, wealthy shaves and ex-slves

were resented by many ordinary Romans,
But the most serious complaint was

the food. So many people lived in the
aity that wages were low and food prices
high. Supplies were unpredictable, too.
Around half the people (about 150,000
families in 100 CE) could not eamn
enough money to buy food for their
families. They relied on free grain
from the government to avowd

stanvation.

Wheat and barley 10 make bread to
feed Rome's Citizers were carried by
ship froem the fedide farmbnds of Egypt,
the vast plains of eastern Europe and
the shores of the Black Sea - all part of
the Roman empire. Olive oil, wine and
fruit were also imported. All these foods
were beought to Ostia, Rome's port,
about 20 kilometres from the city

Emperor Nero (ruled 54-68 CE
ordered a new aqueduct o bring
fresh drisking water 10 the people

NI8ET TNIRENYTET

Jve XY BV RTY

v

of Roerw

, Subeodl

When harvests Qiled and graim supplies
ran short, as they dd in 6 CE, the citizens,
who relied on free food fram the state
rioted outside government buddings

S
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Iy Ostia (leftl, stroets wheee wealthy
mwerchants and ship-owners lived

were built with well-planned drains
and sewers,

Beck-Enod drirs //

Roman casgo ships (below) were heavy
and buliy. They were powered by sails S .

and oars, but few went far in winter 7/ ‘ y < eig /4
because of stome. &
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BREAD AND ClRCUSES

4 L'-_ Statue of Juper
.d (ﬁ S- s

A triumphal procession. Victanious Roman generals were

‘);“g uo» u&‘)

Then came statues of the
gods. jupaer, the Romans'
peincipal god, came first

hoesoasred with a triumpbal procession through the streets of
Rome. Mirary standard-bearers led the way.

mperors and senators knew that if

the Roman people went hungry they

wonld not. Angry mobs would rampage

through the streets, looting (stealing)
and killing. To prevent this, the government
provided free entertunment as well as free food.

Together, these “‘mits’ were known as ‘bread
Above: Masks worn by
actores in wragic Ueft) and
comic {right) plays

and crcuses’ - a ‘circus’ was an arena where
chanot races were held < and they cost a vast

amount. Monev for food came from taxes,

Roesan pliyweighes wrote sbout
lamonns gods andd heroes, myths
and legends, and everyday life
The bronze statue (nght) shows
a popular character in Roman
plays = & ‘cheeky slve

but entertimment was paid for by emperors
or nobles from thewr own wealth.

There was an historie reason for this.
In ancient Roman umes, sports festivals had
onginally been staged in honour of the gods,

Taking partin them, or even just watching, Mén. women and
children all acted on the
Roenan stage, Emperos
Nero believed he had
actieg talent and liked

taking part in plays

had been a rehigious act, Building a huge
sports arena, like the Colosseum, had religious

significance, too,

Lictors (government
officialy) carried Tasoes’,

The second half of the procession

contained captured enemy bundies of axes and

Plundee

Musicians Bulls for saceifico

)

Alter the gods came shines

Behind the prisorers
marched soldiers blowing
wild-sounding wartrumpets,

Musicians tollowed, and behind them came priests leading Enemy prisosers bound in
chains came next. They, %00,

were often killed.

animads for sacrifice 10 the gods, then men anmmed with axes
who would carry out the sacrifices.

carrying beags of rich plunder
from conquered Lands,

Clay or bone tokers (far
lett) were uwed be tickets

Chariot racing and races by
jockeys on horseback were very
popular, and very dangerous,

ROMan spoctaton spos

Small clay Ggures (efty

wire mmade of the most

popular actors.
Human and animal sacrifices had also been

part of ancient Roman religion. So staging

fights between gladitors, or between men and

animals, was a way of making a religrous offering,
Rich Romans paid for sports and fights to

mark important occasions in their lives, such as

getung 4 top government job, They knew that

entertainment was politically useful and hoped

it would also please the gods,

chiefs, more prsoners and their sticks, as a sign of

WORDONS
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VESPASIAN’S PLANS

mperor Vespasian came 1o powes

in 69 CE. He was a former soldier,

brisk, energetic and efficient, He

reformed the empire’s administration,
reorganised its finances and started to rebuld
an area of Rome that had been damaged by a
fire in b1 CE. As part of his rebuilding scheme,
he planned a huge public arena to be named
after his family, the Flavians,

Vespasian's “Flavian” arena (which we now
call the Colosseum) was designed as a typical
Roman amphitheatre: a arcular (or oval) arena
with a central stage surrounded by rows of
seats. It was stmilar to, but much larger than,
the Theatre of Marcellus, which had opened

i Rome i 13 CE.

r i i l Caposed enemy soldiers
ARV ,-‘ ' LR were foarced 10 f ght
A% ' :

Iranr gq-‘xry o
| ’-"'” v

%0 the death in public

QPN Spaces 10 entertun
crowds. The captives were
surrounded by a ceecle of
wellarmed soldiers o stop
themn ruening away

Roman engineers realised that a circular
amphitheatre could seat an audience twice
the size of earlier, semicircular theatres and

still ghve spectators a good view.
Coins issued by Empesor

Vespasan (6979 CE)
arvd his son, Emperor Teus
7981 CEL busders of

the Colosseum

Carvirg, from the Roman

ity of Trer (in peesent-day

Right: Cecular Roman amphitheatre
built at Nimes, = southem France,

Cermasy) showing a tax
collector seated at his
counting-table, while a

first contury CE

slave carries away a sack of
money paid by conquered
Carman tribws. Taxes bke
this helped pay for the
Colosseusm

Circylar amnphitheatres were used Sor
all kinds of entertainment. Sometimes
the floor was waterpeoofed with wood
and canvas, then flooded so mock

sea-batthes (left) could be staped

Marny buildings in central Rome

were destroyed by fire in 64 CE
Vispusian took the motio Roma

Resurpers” ('Rome arising from
the ashes’) as the theme for

B reign.

The carliest Roman theatres Theatre at Epidawrus, Greece,

had segrment-shaped tiers of built in the third cemury BCE
seats (eft) made of strong Roman architects often copied
wooden beams Coreek designs

Amphitheatres, developed from earlier

Greek and Roman theatres, were bualt for

performances of music and plays. Their design

was also influenced by small, temporary arenas

madec out of wooden fences, where fights and

plays were staged in the open ur.
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PREPARING THE SITE R

he Colosseum covered an area of about

5,000 square metres. It was surrounded

by a wide pavement and cobbled i - _ - " 2% ah % 4 .,| Wdl A )
. A | ¢ ~ g < ’, 7248 ) RLY s
streets. Roman engimeers planned the : - . o e . }‘:!"'All!'!,lh L% .‘..' 2 k“’AS'/Ak A 1 e~ SENPPRT,
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L

spectators could come and go eastly without

getung crushed, pamicking or causing a nol.

Their clever planning meant that an ;
==
k=0

enormous area had to be cleared before

building work could start. This was not an .
ey Before bullding work could start on the Colosseum, slaves

had 1o level the ground and mark out the foundations, using
a ‘groena’ (cross-sight! for accuracy. Roman architects and

casy sk, The site was next 1o the ruins of the

Golden House, a splendid palace which had
Emperor Vespasian was a good

been built for Emperor Nevo (51-68 CE), businessman 100, carefully checking the

surveyors were very skilled. Many learned from the experience

of Roman army surveyors, who built roads, forts and camps

. ans 3 n ( :
and which contained the marshy remains of plans and budgets for the Colosseum

a large lake, part of the beaunful gardens

- A >
to be dramed and stabilised with bwers of ' g A ﬁiiﬂ "
hard-packed gravel and soil, ’ 4 E - nal fa8aan

e T,
—n

)

that had surrounded Nero's home. This had

The Colosseum's builders left in place a

massive statue, almost 40 metres high, of Nero.

They would have been very surpnised to leam

that this statue would give thewr

Nero's colossal

building a new name. statue towered over

the Colosseum
buslding s9e and
the rains of his

palace (right

An architect’s plan

of the Colosseum

(below)

At first, the Colosseum was called the ‘Flavian
.'\mphnln'.'lll'c". as \'np:ux;m had commanded.

But, before long, it became known as the

-
- - - ‘

P Colosseum, because of the ‘colossal” statue of
-

-

¢ . fom - Nero that still stood nearbw,
ARAAARARARAAANAAANRAAAARAAAARAAAN
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Roman quarry
workers out huge

ROMAN BUILDERS |

oman workers organised themselves

. . . blocks from the
mnto corporations or guilds, which .

2 - rock-face using
tried to regulate wages and hours simple technology

First they drilled

of work, They also maintained high
grooves in the rock

quality standards and gave emergency help

to members i need,

There were guilds for the highly trained

draftsmen and survevors, as well as for

BUILDERS’ TOOLS:

) o Than they hasneriesed 1 & 5. Pincers 387, Chasels, B, Axe
skilled building workers: masons, carpenters, st ;s«';,;--s R 2 & 6. Squares 4. Plumb-level 9, Metal Cumers
wonworkers and demohition experts. There grooves and poured water (Toe measaring of (1o check walls 10. Stoese dill

- right argles.) were straight)
were also many ordinary labourers, transport on them. The wet wood SERE v
: swelled, spiaing the rock ’ .
workers and slaves, into blocks A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A BUILDER:

-y

Work started at the site 1n 72 CE. The

builders made such good progress that the

arena was dedicated (a ceremony held that

mvolved 100 days of games) in 80 CE, although Finally the blocks
were timmed 10
exact size and
shape using sharp
- . metal chiseds and
Roenan roads were expertly made. First, a wide trench was wooden mallets
dug. Then it was filled with Layers of sand, rough store -
blocks and pebibles mived with graved. It was finished with

a layer of paving stones

work on the seating and decoration contunued

for another sixteen vears,

6 am (dawn) Gets up, puts
on tunic and sandals

19:30 am Lunch with
workmates: bread, cheese.
Trait and water 10 deink

.. 12 noon Back 10 work,
helping to hawl blocks of
stone 1o build the archway

6,30 am Has a simple
breakfast of bread and water
with his family

ARANANANANAAARANANANARANANAAANAAARANANANANS
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Even with gangs of slaves to help the master
eraftsmen, building the Colosseum was a
mammoth undertaking. Roman builders had
no big machines, apart from hoists, 1o help
them; all construction relied on muscle power,

Stone was quarmed about 30 kilometres away,
then carried to Rome in ox-wagons along a
specially bualt road, Brcks had to be fired and
brought to the site, stone blocks had to be cut
and carved to shape, massive wooden scaffolding
had to be constructed and thousands of tonnes

of concrete had to be maxed.

10 am Busy hedping to
make a sobid wooden
watloldiag 20 support the
next stone arch

7 am Artives at the building
site, Gots instroctons Sor
work from foreman

2 pm Work & aver for the
day, so goes 1o the public
baths with scome friends.

5 pm Buys ready-cooked
food (meat ples, fig and
honey cakes) to take home
foe dinner

lﬁlilﬁlil‘!ﬁ;”;ﬂ.



LAYOUT AND MATEERIALS

he lavout of the Colosseum was simple:

a high outer wall lined inside with

sloping tiers of seats, with terraces

and walkways in between. Below the
rows of seats was a promenade, where spectators
might walk and talk with thewr fnends dunng
the lunchtime interval between shows

I'he architects and engineers who planned the
Colosseum’s lavout also had to choose the most
sutable bunlding matenals. It would have been
mpractical to make the entire bulding out of
sohd stone because 1t would soon have collapsed
under its own weight. So they used uers of strong,
but much lighter, stone arches for the outer walls,
The rest of the building was constructed around
a frumework of tall stone columns that were filled
in with cheaper, ighter materials,

Limestone blocks were used for this framework
and to face the walls, They were carefully
mimmed to shape, then fastened together with
metal clamps. Several different types of matenal
were used for 'filling in”. Tufa (a tough volcanic
stone) was used for the lower walls, and concrete
(a Roman inventon) and brick were used for
the upper walls. The ceillingaaults were made of

pumice, a soft volcanic stone,

K " A

Arches were bualt over a
wooden famework called
centring”. It held the stone
pillars ot either side of the
arch in place and wopped
the wedge-shaped stones
fallieg out while the asch
was being built. Once the
keystone, the stone in the
centre of the arch, was in
place, all the stooes locked
sopether and the centring

coudd be removed

A

e N

ROMAN
SURVEYORS' TOOLS:

1. Bronze dwviders, for
measunng detances on
architecssy” plans

2, Folding foot-rude, marked
off in Roman inches. Thewe
were about 4 inches o
10 centimetres.

3. Flumb-bob. This was a
heavy lead weight on a
string. It was used Y0
check whether the walls

were being bude straghe

Walls made of ters of arches
could be bt wenveral storeys
high (rghe). They were much

strooger than walls made of

solid stone

=

-~

JUTHITY

1}
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Stone was rased with Ligge wooden
hoists, These were powered by treadmills,
huge wooden wheels turned by men
walking up steps sade

Sy avs ke the poor,
shivos and Jorsgnirs / =

Hoist

rr

i

.

Promorade
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DECORATIONS

mperor Vespasian died in 79 CE,

His sons, Titus (reigned 79-81 CE)

and Domatian (81296 CE), became

emperors after him. They, too, were
successful soldiers, but not as successtul rulers
as theiwr fathern. Domitan was also an extremely

cruel man.

bt A R L)
AR Rk T
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The huge seating area inside

the Colosseum was far too big

y be covered by a2 wooden
ood, SO Carnvis anrurgs

1 velatia (above), wete
made. They coukd be palied

across 10 shelter spectatons

from rain o sun. They were

operated by former sailors

who were used 10 handiag big

sails on Roman carpo ships

The walls of the Colosseum
left) were decorated with
Carved stone codumns, As was
the custom, these columns
were arranged in a set ceder
heavy ‘Donc”’ columes on

the ground, lighter Sonk
columns on the first floor

and elaborate ‘Conathian
columns on the thind tlooe
The 1op tounth) tloor codumns
were decorated with stone

acanthus leaves

Middle: Sadors and sallmakers

working o install camvas

AWNINRS

Sottomy The Colosseum with
the canvas ywning pulled

2CTOss 1o shelter the spectators

War shiedds

adorned the

Colosseum's

ouner walls

1. Making a metal atue the
Romans used the ost-wax
The Colosseum was decorated POCess 50 make metal statues
with housands of statues First a fullsize clay moded
made of marble or metad was made (above

They 200d uesder the arches

0 the first and second oo

Roman sculptors chose
& pular topecs foe thesir
statues: pods and poddesses
famous athletes, heroes and

CINPeToes

%".’:{; o~

2. The finished moded wi
Both Titus and Domitan continued theis HERRo § s

coated in wax, then covered
father’s great building project Like him, in chay (right). Small plpes
thev wanted to keep the aitizens calm and were stuck through the clay
happy, to honour the gods (including, now,
their dead father) and to bnng glory to the

Flavian famaly name. They deaded that one of

the best ways of doing this was by decorating

the Colosseum wath a large number of statues
1. The clay<covered statue

wias heated. The wax ran ot

and adorming the top of the outer wall with

sbaree) and moken metal was

war shields. They hoped this would remind the

poured 0 (et 10 replace i

people of thewr aimuly's achievements in battle.
Roman sculptors were extremely skilled at
producing lhifehke portraits in metal, marble

and stone, The central sculpture was a splendid

portrant statue of Vespasian himself, driving
the four-horse chanot that was reserved for

the emperor. It was placed, along with an

&, When the smetal had

mscription recording his decision to build oobed and hardened, the

the Colosseum, over the entrance which only 1y cavening was chipped
ff (right) and the statue

cmperors and their guests could use was completed

N e U e W N
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SEATS AND TICK ETS

Men from noble famibes, influential politicians /( \\\\
and the emperor’s niends were all allowed to sit in specially “ \‘
reserved seats. Among the rest of the population, only the \\

m\mmnm\mmmmmmum\m T iy,
\m\_

.
wwhuw@“f,,a.&

ntrance to the Colosseum was free. But that did

not mean everyone could get in to watch the public

executions, gladiator fights or wald-beast shows.

people who had been given tokens were allowed to entes
and make their way along the well-planned walkways and
comdonrs to thewr indmvidually numbered seats.
There were different kinds of seats for the different
classes of spectator. The emperor and his friends sat
i a splendid marble enclosure behind the arena
There were private enclosures, too, for the Vestal
Virgins (temple pniestesses), for male priests and for
senior senators. The remaining seats were divided
nto three ters, The first twenty rows were for wealthy
citizens and the next sixteen rows were for men of
middle rank. The third tier was for women onlv. Then
seats were sheltered behind a high wall, so they could
watch m privacy, away from the rude and nosy crowds.
Poor people, foreigners and slaves, who were marely
gaven tokens, stood high up on a wooden termace at the

back of the seats.

Ihe Colosseum had seats for 45 000 Orndinary

people, plus room for 5,000 standing orfrance

Ouner walls docorated

with sialuos |.\\

Only citizers with entrance tokens

calied tesserar) could pet seats, Tokerns
were distributed by slaves belorging to

N0
the rulers, poversement officials and rich @\
Y

x The Colosseurn had 80 dfferent
noblemen who sporsored the games

rarkes: 76 bt o
hoping 1o win popelary and kecp the € wes Were for e s
public, 2 were for the emperce L
and his frendls and 2 were Q

used by gladators

city calm. Spectasors let off sseam by Onssido parvomonnt
petirg wildly excited at the ( Wosseum
and were therefore moch bess Beely

10 riot. Emperoes planned their
appearances # the Colosseum very
carefully, They hoped 1o encouage

displays of loyalty trom the cromds

I.ﬁlllﬁlllﬂlliﬂﬂiiﬂﬁllﬁliIﬁliiﬁﬂilﬂiﬁlﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁiﬂiﬁﬂiIﬂﬁ‘lﬂii
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BEHIND THE SCENES

The manager (heft) and
his staff looked aftes

dayso-day bullding
maintenance and repains Workmen delow) built strong
barricades around the arena

andd kegnt seats and walkways

Clean

&)

Some tasks were quite pleasant: making

stage-sets, pamntng replica boats for mock » —\'_'Y‘_..‘;
/7

sea-fights or looking after the actors who staged  Many gladiatoe fights and

wikd-beast shows were staged

carlvamorming comic shows. But most were S
azainst o background of

unming a huge building hke the

) not. Staft working underground had to guard painted scenery, like 3 stape
Colosseum required a large number ' e by skil
inghtened prisoners awaiting death, watch - set. This was made by skilled

craftsmen and hauled into
position with pulleys and

of staff and hardworking managers to )
. L and listen < as whole families of Chrstians were
organmse them. Some Colosseum staff , : .

bumt alive, or torment wild anmimals in then
could be seen by the spectators as they swept

cagres until they were i a proper state of fury to
and cleaned, guarded the entances and lugged : y
. ‘perform’. At the end of shows, they would also
heavy safety fences into place. But most people

Grooms (left) looked after the dispose of bodies and clear up blood.

working at the Colosseum were less visible animals used fior hoese races,

mock burss and wild-beast

because they wortked underground. While the

s

gladiators fought and the hons roared overhead

in the arena, dozens of workmen and slaves Notices advertising gladiator

fighas were put on walls and
trees by shaves of the nch

There wore amphitheatres
and gladiator fights in many

were busy i the maze of cormdors, hifts, stairs

and storercoms that lay hidden beneath the Roman towns. In Pompes men paying for the shows Slaves working for the Specialist engineers had
.~ L =i gladiasors lved in the barracks Colosseum management bhad to flood the arena when
Colosseum, far away from public view. (bedow), I Rome, gladiaoes Colosseum staff (below left) 10 remonve the dead bodies empesors wantied 1o stage
lived i barracks (mow collected seat okens from mock sea-butthes

destroped) busit by Erperor Speciaton a8 they arrived

Claudius (4154 CD)

Roevan gladeatons (abaonve)
were trained to Sght by
experenced Instroctors

usually ex-gladiators who had
survived muasy Sghts

This PDF snapshot was generated on Thursday 9 January 2025. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



WILD BEASTS

%{«iﬁ( W )

rd N
2N S
Wi e L %
P ! y
;'A ¢ Stone carving {left) of gladiators Mosaikc of a gladiatoe
‘ . - : fio a | " - Biohtine 302kt 3 i
ghting hoes and bears whting against a wol
Marry wild anemals
antelope (above), sufbered lo the Romans, nature was savage and had were common (from 105 BCE unnl 532 CE),
oo the way 1o Rome ’
Mosalc showing captive wild animals to be tamed. Wild beasts lacked the qualities several species became extinet in Roman Lands,
being taken to Rome unting was one of the Romans” most popuka of humans, so, the Romans thought it was fine Hippopotami died out in Egvpt, hons mn the
sports. But, of course, this was not possible i the to kall them for fun. Middle East and elephants in North Afnica
Theee was an encemous dermand
for animats 10 be used in city of Rome. So wild-beast shows were staged This attude had termble consequences. Today, many people would say that watching such
olosseum shows. All ove / amphitheatres like the Colosseum, where wapped Dunng the centunes when wild-beast shows mindless killing harmed the spectators, oo
the Roman empire ’

ammals, brought from hundreds of kilometres away, were let

hurtsmen and soldiers

hurted and captured loose o be chased by gladiators or to fight captive eriminals, Wild animals were kept in

as many witd cages under the arena, ther

Sometumes, the sheer scale of death was hornfving, When

beadss as thwey

|

9 o ‘ ) & i browght up in a special lit
Emperor Titus opened the Colosseum in 80 CE, over 5,000 When the ik cage opened

could ¢
animals were killed on the first day of the games. Today, they were set free to face the
many people respect the natural environment and ATk T vt
try to protect the creatures in it. But the Romans, Rhinos, elephants and
ostriches were captured in

v like many other people in the past, had :
Africa and Brought 1o Roerw

different views

P e
0 g ™
TS

S V.87
- BT "

XD @D G N v A - N - N A LR
- = o AN - . & g
4 -‘ - " ¢ . i\ . " N \. ’A e "} A g . e N i ) W l )
‘m ‘ A ) T - o] - Ty 1 h -",. - ‘—\\“ e B < - A A - .L l“ " \ & . . £ ‘ ‘ | -
A \g : NS . [ }\J P
g —— - =Ty | N N N e N e e e W e N N Vs Wy

v

(Y}

Wy - P P e 9 2 N N
M \ i ; A |

s —— ety U (R g Ve
ARARANARARANAAARAAARANARARARAAANAAARAAAN

iy
This PDF snapshot was generated on Thursday 9 January 2025. Visit hookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.



Charoteer (right
wearing a helmes,
tunic and niding
boots. He carries
a horsewiip

A hully armed
gladiator (far right
was known as a
Samnite’, after

a war-like tribe
that cece lived
nex Rome, or 2
‘seamor’ (Cutter)
because he cut ol
men's Ines

Thracian gladvator

right) armed with

a short swoed and

small shiekd

The other gladiasor
far right) is called

a ‘retians” and i

amed ooty with

a tricdent and a net

Magnifice
helmes, decorased with
litthe statues and feathers
woen by a successful gladiasor
plus Bis short swordd, o “glachos

GLADIATORS

ladiators were the supesstars of

Roman public games. Although

a few achieved fame and niches, on

average, half the gladiators involved
in any particular fight were likely to be killed.

Who became gladiators? Some men had

no choice, Tramers bought them at the
slave-market because they looked strong and fit
for highting. The traners took them home to
rented barracks, fed them, housed them and
tramed them i combat skills. But they neves
let them go. These shvegladiators were kept
locked up hike prisoners and had to fight at
thewr trmuner’s command. Trners hired out
teams of gladiators to rich men wanting to put

on a show. They made a lot of money.

Gladiatoes marched into They circled the arena,

the arena wearing cloaks of then stopped before the
purple ~ the emperor’s colour.  emperor’s box and bowed to
They were accoenpanied him, sipiag,. “Hail, Emperor
by musiciaens blowing We, who are aboest 1o die
war-trurgets salute you "

Gladiatoss were olten
mismatched. Romans enjoyed
seeing men fight desperately

Some poor voung men joined a traner’s
team because it seemed the only alternative to
starvation. They thought it worth nsking thewr
lives for a few months of good food, plus a faint
chance of glory. Other volunteers included
nich, daredevil voung men addicted to thnlls
and violence. Perhaps they were rather hike
racng<dnvers today, though the nsks they faced
were far greater.

A few women, secking dangerous
excitements, tned to tram as gladiators, too.
But they were banned from the Colosseum and

all other sports arenas in 200 CE.

"begping the emperor for mercy. ¥ he gave

Each Colosseurn
ko wsally
starsed in the
mOmeng with
crued com

duels foughe by
WOImen o [rx:pl._v
with plysical
drabilites

Dedeated gladiances (abowe) raised a
finger of the left band, %o show they were

the thumbs.up signal, they lived

If the errperor Sumed his thumb
domnwards, they were illed by &
slave dressed as Pluto, the god of the
underworld

Victonous

gladiaorns tabove)
were given

rich prizes and
allowed 10 hang
heir weapons

in the Termple of
Hercules

Top gladiasors (left
attracted many

fans, especally
FICH Wormen

ARAAANRAAANRAAARANANRAAANRAAAAAAANARA
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FEASTS AND FEARS

he Colosseum has been called “a torture-
chamber and a humanslaughterhouse”,
No wonder many gladiators facing a fight,
and captives and convicts awating execution,
spent their last mght in misery and despair. Only the
Chnistians Laced death joviully, sure of a new and
better ife in heaven.
Omn the evening before a fight, the emperos
or nobleman paying for the games would amange
a lavish feast and invite all the gladiators to share
the meal together. Some gladiators ate hittle, so they
would be alert for the fight the next day. Others ate

greedily, knowing it nmught be their Last meal.

Many Roman games were
much less bloodthirsty than
gladatce fights, Gambling

Music was 2 more pleasant
and peacedul foem of
entertarenent. Popular

Roman estruments included

« Sistrum

. Ppe

. Double flane
. Cymbals

. Trumpet
. Farpipes

Carved Ivory game counter
(top) showing girl with
doutile thne

with &ce and throwing

knuckle booes weee both Mosaic (above) showing
very popular doubleflute player and

dancing gul

Roman mosasc showing

ingredients for a rich seafood Successtul gladiators often

meal (right), Gladisorn Seasted became very nich. But they

Members of the public were invited to

on luxury foods at public Seasts knew they would not live

the night before a big fight in long. They dictated their wills watch this unpleasant feast and, occasionally,

the Colosseum 1o peofessional scribes (above to join in with 1t The brave, brutal gladiators

fascinated many Roman ctizens, including
noblewomen and emperors” wives. They

watched all their heroes’ battles, cheenng

The Roman men and women them as they entered the Colosseum on

who dned with gladators

the day of the fight. Emperor Commodus
before a fight enpoyed the

Roman scries wrote with

(180-192 CE) was saud to be the son of a

& knowledze that muany of thes quill pens on paschament or
fellow diners might be dead used wax-tablets and styluses famous gladiator, with whom his mother had
the next dary like these

had a secret love affair. Commodus enjoved
fighting at the Colosseum and was assassinated

there, while dressed in gladiator's clothes.

Before a fight, gladatoes were
drven 10 the Colosseum in Caets
Then they Somsed thermielves
INto & procession 10 make 2
dramatic entrance. Well-wihers
dropped gifts of fowers to their

tavourne gladsatons as they

emered the Colosseum

L -4
b . pes———

4 | = \
AANARAAARARAARAAARAAARAAAAANR

This PDF snapshot was generated on Thursday 9 January 2025. Visit bookshelf.bonnierbooks.co.uk for up-to-date previews and information.

i
f



THE BIG FIGHT

particularly large fight between gladiators was

called a "hoplomachia’. After the gladiators had

paraded around the arena, their weapons were

checked and the battle-order was announced,
Duels might be arranged according to a master-plan for the
day’s entertainments, or chosen simply by lot. The Colosseum
orchestra — flutes, trumpets, horms and an organ — played a
fanfare and the fighting began. The gladiators slashed and
stabbed savagely — a hesitant fighter would not fast long,
Tramers stood beside the arena, urging their best gladiators
on to fresh victones,

Gladiators who managed to survive several fights might be
offered the “mudis” by the emperor. This was a wooden sword
and 1t meant that the gladmtor could stop ightng. He could
sell the silver trophies and gold medals he had won as pnzes

and reure.

Astonishimgly, some of the most successful gladiators who had

been offered the rudis gave 1t back, negotated new contracts
with thewr tramers and continued fighting. Perhaps they felt
life was not worth living without the exatement, the shining
armout, or the thnll of battle, the smell of blood in the arena

and the roar of the bloodthirsty crowd!

ARMOUR WORN BY GLADIATORS:

On the far side of the I¥ the ermperor was not presentt ot the
HUNA A MUsiCUn Colcnsoum, the vilocous gl;(luhr
decidod whether his defeased opponent
should live of die. He was utped on by
the crowds. They cried “Mabet!™ (“He's
: had &!") or “Verbera®® (“Hit him!*) or

. “Logula! Lugulal™ (“Killt KilE<),

sounds a tantare

# the judge of the

s JORnicd Mt aneour
gladators” fights

Below:

1. Helmet %0
prosect the face of
a ghadkator against
one amed with a2
trchene

2, Metal shin Short sword

.

"
-

\~ for swond aem

proclaims a winner 7y

Hoavy Dronze halmet

prosector fastened
around the leg with

leather straps. l
3. Prosective metal

plate woen o l
» ghadatocs lett

shoulder

4. Metal guard
worn on the nght
wrist

S, Elaboe mtely
decorpted metal
shin guard
Armour ke this

CRanin- el over shoukir - -

Il

Orrsimanind Dol < ‘
: : , Short kit
was extremely
expensive and . ) ) ’ Shioks

was usially part

of the prize gven Incont

10 VICIOnoss
gladkators.

6. Bronze hedmet
worn by a
hogdomachus, &
very heavily armed
glackatoe
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y shinves josred The Appian Way was the main

them and they becanrs a oad out of Rome. It ran ko

formidable army. It was &0 kilometres 10 the Gty of
WO vears before they were Capua. After Spartacus's rew It
jedeated. Spartacus died there was a cruecihied mar

in battle, ot the Roemars every 30 metres for the road's

crucifind 6,000 of his comeack entice leogt

beside the Appian Way

Spartacus led a gladiasors

vl Armed oody with kreves

w and his Irsenchs Sought their

o B (% wiry out of e gladiatons Christians and criminals
o - hox ) ) o ‘ refuse In the 2 » WwWere :"~' 10 WOOeN ames
mountains 7% $ : _3 - - { — l L - then wheeled into the arena
MARTYRS AND SLAVES ' S
namEnannnn . nann nen als Spectators were protecied try
3 an iron tence built arcwnd the
housands of convicted enminals were  a wooden hift containing a eriminal accidentally :', 23 i ' odge of the arena 10 stop lions
killed in the Colosseum. Roman broke, dropping him among the beasts in the K i -\.: 'l:'”.\l, *.'- ! '.,‘;“ P- IL 1:1
hows wistian being kille
emperors thought that Chnstians arena, The watching crowd thought this was - by a leopasd
were eriminals oo, because they stch a -(uc»«l ;uL(' that 'l'uu'.un:j 3»«-:»,1',1' 1o the —
would not worship the Roman gods. So many lions” became a popular and regular part of 0
Chnstians were executed as encmies of the the Colosscum shows i
state, 1 vanous appalling ways. One Chnstan martyy, St Telemachus
I'he first Chnstian to be martvred (killed died bravely (around 404 CE) in a veny
because of his Euth) in the Colosseum was different way. Outraged at the sight of slaves
Ignanus of Antioch, in around 110 CE. Later and prisoners being forced to fight unul they -
when Chrstian rulers came to power i Rome,  died, he leapt imto the arena and tned to part
Igmatius was honoured as a samnt. the fighting men. He was put to death for
Like ordinary eriminals, Chnstans were often disrupting the games, but, soon, other people
killed by hungry leopards or hons. A cruel story - began to share his horror at the brutahity of A
told how this idea for execution onginated the Colosseum shows,

i

B Y N e T T e ——
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LATER CENTURIES

he last gladiator fight was held in In 1855 British botaning
the Colosseum i 104 CE. After thar, Richard Deatin, publishec
g a book entitled Flora
fizhts were banned on the orders of of the Colosseum. ta it

l"lnln'xnl Hononus (3951425 CE). he listed 420 different
4 . varietees of plant he had
He was a Chnstan, and believed that many old ‘
found growing wikd on the

Roman customs were sinful, including human neglected site, including
sacnifices and the Colosseum's gladiatonal

1. Christ’s thom
games. Bloody, wild-beast shows in front of . Anemone

’
i -\-"*‘--9(

a cheenng audience, however, contimued for

at least another hundred vears.

Over the centunes, the Colosseum became

neglected. It was damaged by earthquakes, In the eightoerth and In 1744, Pope Benedict It was used as a fortress, for plays and
1 ninedeenth Contur s, wealthy XIV gave orders for 2 huge ’ )
statues were stolen and tonnes of its stones concerts (although the acoustics were termble),
vourrg noblemen weedt on wooden cross %o be ‘-l,). ed in o

were aken for new builldimgs Visitoes 10 the Colosseurn ¢ 1780 2 ‘Grand Your’ of hissori the centre of the Colosseum for bullfights and even as a stables for horses
“ | e 50 complete a5 & memocial 30 all the o
| ) sites in Europe %0 complete 15 & memocial 10 a . and cows. After 1650, it was visited by many
[ their education. They were Christiarns who had beens
| 1l very impressed by the martyred there. He then wealthy tounsts from many lands, eager to study
Colosseam, even though it dedicased the whaole bullding  Roman remains. Among them were the English
was halt-ruined as a holy shrine and gave

poets Byron and Shelley, the German author

oeders tor a moek o preach
a sermon in front of the Goethe and the French painter Corot,
memonial cross every Friclay

I'he first senous attempts to preserve the
Colosseum’s structure were not made until

the mid-mineteenth century. Today, although

the stonework has been carefully repaared,

the Colosseum, like many ancient

buildings, fices a new

\’rr‘ threat: mr pollution,
=

| S o 4 I 11 i

' l '—l . i
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TIMELINE ...

72 Colosseum bulding work begins,

80 Emperor Titus leads dedication ceremony
Fast gladiatoeial gaemes at the Colosseum

96 Colosseum completed

¢ 110 52 Ignatius of Antioch = the hiest-Anown Cheistian
martyr 10 be killed in the Colosseum

180-192 Emperor Commodkss takes part in over 300
gladiatorial fights. He s assassinated at the Colossewm,

200 Women gladiators banned from Colosseum,
247-248 Emperoe Philip the Arab stages a huge festival in
the Colosseum 50 mark the thousendth anaiversary of the

foundirg, of Rome

253 Four Christian marmyrs bumed alive just outside the

Colosseum

320 The Colasseum is struck by Tightning: remarkably
unhaemwed

399 Emperor Honorius bars gladkator trasning schools

401 Capeive Saxons, forced 10 fight as glaciatoes, strangle
each other in the cells under the Colosseum rather than face
a shamedul death in front of Roman cromds

€. 403 Chrstian monk Telemachas leaps into the Colosseusn
arena 0 try 50 stop fights. He i executed

404 Emperor Honolus abolishes pagan gladiatodial games

410 Vissgoth invaders attack Rome bt do not damage the
Colosseum

422 tarthquake damages the Colasseuny repaired in the
years 467 and 472

508 Further eanhquake damage,

523 Last wild-beeast show in Colosseum

€, 590 Colosseam arena overgrown by grass
603 Grass growing on Colosseum walls,

735 The Venerable Bede, a Christian mook, is first to record the
name “Colosseum”™ in writhng

800 Cheistian pilgriems start 1o el 10 Rome; admine remains of
Colosseum.

847 Further carthgquake damage.

1084 Normans invade Rome; devastate area around the
Colosseum

1134 Colossewn turned into a foetress by noble family,
the Franggpani. Houses, taverns, workshops built neasby.

1150 Colosseum (wrongly) described as “Temple of the Sun® in
guidebook, The Marveds of Rome, written by a Chrssian monk.

1231 More carthquake damage

1320 Colosseumn clearly shown in first-known medieval drawing
of the ity of Roene

1322 Colossewn used 10 stage bulltights
1337 Iadan poet Petrasch vists Colosseum

1349 Further earthquake damage
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1387 maban religaos puilds use Colossoum 10 stage tmystery
{religious-stary) plays.

1400 Colosseum stone used for new baildings in Rome

1431 Renassance scholar Poggio Braccolini laments that
Colosseum “w already hall destroped”

1451 Over 2,000 canfoads of ssone remonved froen Colosseun
on ceders of Pope Nacholas | for use in new buildings.

1490s Passson plays periormed i Colosseum at Easter,
re-enacting the death of jesus Chris

1535 Black-enagic rmuaks in Colosseam at night

€, 1550 Reraissance artints visit Colosseumn %0 study detals of
Roman desagn.

1675 Colosseum now & siore foe chemicals used 1o make
gunpowder

1703 Further carthquake damage.

1744 Pope Benedict XIV erects memorial cross to Cheistians
martyred in Colosseamn, Arranges lor weekly sermon to be
preached there

17508 Colosseum now sumounded by wild grassland, called the
‘Cow Pasture’. Used as stable for horses and cows.

€, 1750 Many towrists vist Rome and admire Colosseum
Local people comenent, “If the Colosseum could be picked up,
tourists wourkd caery it away”

€. 1750-c. 1800 Poets, painters, philosopbers and historans
from all over Europe visit the Colosseym

1812 French military architecs clear away plants growing oo
Colosseum walls,

1817 Buitish poet Loed Byron writes about Colosseum: "Heroes
huave trod this spot, s on their dust ye tread ™

1825 Pope Leo XN builds buttsesses 10 support Colosseuen walls

1844 English novelat Charles Dichers calls Colosseum “the
ghost of old Rome—a wicked, wonderiul old city”

18505 Pope Pius IX ceganizes repairs 10 Colosseum,
1855 Deakin's Hlora of the Colosseum published

1878 American novelist Henry James writes shoet story “Daisy
Miller”. Daisy, a young toaeist, goes 10 view romantic Colosseumn
ruins by moonlight, catches fever from its “villsinous miasma’
and dies

1890s Area around Colosseum cleared of other buildings.
1912 Irish playwright Ceorge Bernard Shaw writes play
Androcles and the Lion about a Christian captive who helps

a senid lices in the Colosseum. They become friends and escape

to freedom

1951 Grand concent held %0 cedebrate the filftieth anniversary
of Italisn composes Giuseppe Verdi's death, but not a musical
s oess, sence the Colosseum’s acoustics are bad.

1996 1,500 years since Colosseum budding complesed

2000 Colosseum’s seven-year ieomtion peoject completed

—
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GLOSSARY

Amphilhralrt A crecular or oval-shaped building, consssting
of an open central arena, surrounded by rows of seats

Aqueduct A raised channed buill to carry fresh waner

Arena (1) The central open space of an amphitheatre
(2) A building used (or sports contests ar armry dsplays,

usually roofless
Barracks A large buskding where soldiers eat and sleep

Circus A long arena with curved ends, where chanot races

and horse races wore held

Emperor The ruler of an empire. Usually had tremendous

’N"\( “I.ll ;D\f.\l"

forum A large market-place in the middie of Rome and
other Roman towns. Important & a meeting place, as well

a5 lor trackng,

Games A woed used 10 describe a varsty of spomng events
including gladiator fights. Games had ongmnally been staged

in hooour of the pods

Gladiators Professional fighters who took past in batles
arranged) for public emdertanment in Rome. Many of those

who survived became popular heroes and won rich prizes

Guild An oeganisation of workers which aimed to peovide

training, control quality, fix wages and offer welfare lu-lln
Imperial Belonging to an empice
Insula The Roman woed for a block of flats

Litter A foem of trarspoct: 2 lighsweght portable bed carried
shoulder-high by shaves.

-~
Martyrs  People who are & Hed because of thenr \
religious beliefs.

Papyrus Paper ke from reeds that grew in the
River Nile, in Egypt.

Patricians The noble families of Rome

?ﬂ'ﬂ((v) The Roman emperonr’s b, It mesans “liest” (among
citizens with equal rights)

Pumice A lightweight store, formed from cooled volcanic
lava

Retiarius A gladiaoe who fought with a et (rete) and
trident, resembling a fisherman. Wearing mindmal armour,
they relied on speed and agility %o avoid attacks, entangling
opponents in the net before striliang with the trident

Republic A system of government in which the leaders are
clecied by the people, Republics do not have ruling famadies

which hand on power from parents to children

Rudis A wooden swoed offered 1o o viClonows gladiator by

the emperor as 2 sign that he was free to retire

Senate An assembly of respected men who had held top
povernment posts, They offered advice to government
leaders and could sugpest new Liws

Senator A member of the Senate

Tula A grey stone, formmed from layers of ¢ ompressed

volcanic dust

Velaria Canmvas awnings providing a rool 1o shedes

spectators in the Colosseum

Vestal Virging  Friestesses from noble lamilies who paaeched
the ‘sacred flamw” in a temple in the middie of Rome
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