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When Black Widow fire ‘,I]"x""i iS 4 I Man villain Iates of Suspenst nd there 1s nothi g mort he thar triving to he better persos
s/ 964, she wast super hero, but a spy. St y inder orde rom
her Russian superiors.to team up with the Crimson Dynamo to destroy KEY TO PLATE

HHark and a l‘” defector 1 .Y‘!-'lf Professor Vanko ‘.'*1;'.1:" 3 1a 1 1o kil I ThoA.ma:mgSpndor-Man ay 1y gt Spader-ie try
H86 16 pet the secret t 1

stark but Vanko s ina |;.:'\' with U Cnmson Dynamo ‘Madame Natasha
reappeared several times as a femme fatale character, playing on Tony - Powees 5050
| s of £ ) ad 2 BE GREATER
WEeaKn( w beautiful women. She even convinced Hawkeve 1 TACK HOnN ¥ THAN ANE 7
Man in Tales of Suspense #57, several months before both characters became
heroes instead of villains.
ven though st tarted as a villaine Tate tried to make her a
heroine, I've alway tly suspected that she was more interesting as a
wicked woman than a law-abiding lad xplained Sta ‘But she was {u
to write about wse | WG always ke 1C) e ing as whethe
to ik ¢ or loat wer Alt -.:‘;?il 1S 1ar 'm concerned. the ay w £
ovely to loathe no matter what she did!
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Hawks meant that she w ible to break her Russian iton ind defect
tl The Awe IPErs #1111 many vears later
the Amaz P SPide "‘-'."4" HOO w Black vV JONY opt 1he ed han, back
uritan , WISt oters look 1dl has f' | 1 e D¢ 1210 &V nNce ","'." e
Nat | n uperpowers she has exte wve KGR pionage and combat
training, along with an extenssy L of spy @ e and weapnons. F seral
yCd Black Widow teamed up w )aredewvl and for 16 s Daredewl 0
e me Daredewvil and the Black Widow. Natasha and Matt Murdock eventually
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In many wavs. the reclusive .--,v~|,!-..‘_-,' the la ) wite O 1 'IH"!"MKTI'
Stan Lee, Steve came from a small town in vivania, while Stan was a
New Yorker, Stan's stones included i | wdeas, while Steve becan mose

enamoured of Ayn Rand's objectvist and

ibertanan keas. But something about

the alchemy between these two n ""u'1',;"'«,'”‘1_"'n'-.¥ [1-‘:;;_’1!,I.H super hero the -
. { I-1 WAS HAPPY WITH THEM \ ' . . i AND FINALLY .. C LEAVE |71
VO Dhas ever seen WHEN THEY WERE JUST FAKE | > O TAXE "'—-——v)‘ OUTSIDE
v . X , | | T CUT OF THEN [t | |BERTHA,YOU'VE | THE DOOR/
) 37 { 3 . & | P | ; I DARE NOT| | THE SAFE/ KNOW | BEEN LOCKED N Z‘L._L';LT T
2om n P J NNSLOWT, Fennsyivania, cteve ioved COmucs Irom an early | HAVE THEM FOR A SFECOND/ SOME ONE MAVE THEM! | THAT ROOM LATER, WHEN
' MIGHT DS FOR PAYS! | I HEAR YOU
. | 4 P ”~ rd ate @ " | THRU THE I HAVE Some | WALK away!
e, collecting Pnnce Vakant cormics and sharing them with his father as a child oLt AND FOOD FOR
. I DON'T | GET THEM You /
As soon as he was able, Stev IRUGT "
ANYONES
rust Jerry Robinson at La
N COMICS wdas nearty Cut shor
When Steve had recovered, Stan Lee was impressed wath hes work and gave
him regular offbeat science fichon short story comics. Stan used the "Marvel
Method" of writing, where he would give the artist brief plot outlines, and let
them Diock in the artwork as they saw it
\'-"""'\.:"""""-" "IL"'*l‘xrl""::".;’ ”:'_-”.,,. e spent hours ‘-‘Iu",l?l;,n.u.-’ . &
: THUS, BEATHA SOT HER WIGH/
: = ke of reference mates A A s <y th > (M) , AND IT GEEMS THAT MOMER '
would keep books of reference materia }‘:‘ his work desk so that he could draw oI, Ir._‘-f.,r‘ FOR HE FINALLY 7 OCKED! ¥
. : FOUND THE PRACE AND QUIRT STAY IN THERI
everything exactly ng it from the folds in a woman's dress to the st ipe Of the HE MAD ALWAYS WANTED ...S YOUR NECKLACE
o ’ WHILE T Kegs
GUARD OUT HERE/
PUnN In ar Stan and Steve were working on ."'.T.'".‘,"’Z‘:' Adut ,'n."I'-':'vr’

the ttle chosen to make readers feel sophisticated. Stan wanted a new hero
aith HomER!

but one who fett new and ex "';',,nu-r:hl.xl y teen who would resonate with ARE YOU

" P ) A SURE
Marvels growing teenage readership. He already had a name. .. Spider-Man! THE DOOR
! 5 » ! Y } S STILL
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SPIDER-MAN

Stan Lee first asked Jack Kirby to create Spider-Man. Stan wanted a young,
relatable super hero, but when Jack produced pages about a boy who found
1 magic ring that gave him spider powers, they just weren't quite right. So
Stan approached Steve Ditko

Steve wanted this comic to be faithful and accurate to teenage life. Peter
Parker wasn't a strapping Kirby-like super hero, he was a shight figure who
often slunk into the shadows. Amazing Fantasy # 15 (renamed from Amazing
Adult Fantasy for its final 1ssue) told the story of Peter Parker, a bookish
teenager who was bitten by a radicactive spider, giving him incredible powers.
At first Peter used his powers to make money. but when a burglar that he
could have stopped killed his uncle Ben, Peter vowed to become a hero. The
story ends with the final panel reminding us that "With great power there

!l_'\pr:"\ff ] :',-,'! g

must come grea

Publisher Martin Goodman wasn't sure about the character who would
later become Marvel's most popular hero, and only agreed to include Spider
Man because this was the last issue of a cancelled comic. "We were about
to discontinue our Amazing | antasy senes,” wrote Stan Lee.” [hat meant
nobody would care what stories | put into it, because it would be the last
issue anyway., Martin Goodman soon changed his mind when sales of the
comic shot through the roof, and by early 1963 Spidey had his own regular
title — The Amazing Spider-Man. One of the many things that fans loved
sbout Sprder-Man was his humanity. Peter Parker was a regular joe who had
problems with money, health, family and dating — as well as the responsibility
of ln'n'x,’l 4 super hero

Steve Ditko's artwork was like nothing else. As Stan wrote years later:"His
layouts and drawings set the unique style for the strip, a style that would last
for many years to come, a style that made Spidey utterly distinctive among

comic stnp creations. His sense of pacing, his flair for action scenes, and his

2

he

ability to make the most outlandish situations look totally belevable after
had drawn them gave the !",':l’|j," \p det Man stones an Il!‘.;’n'_'.’x». that he [n'd
keep them rolling until this very day.™

Steve's thin, anxious Spider-Man felt like a real teenager — there were lines
ol genuine worry on Peter Parker's face. Steve Ditko loved to <::'1'~.(;Lv|1|j,-'
push the envelope, drawing Peter Parker a supporting cast of realistic but
disturbing characters, including the boonsh J. Jonah Jameson and the frail
f

Aunt May. In 1966 Steve Ditko left Marvel, passing the art duties to John

Romita Sr., who would draw Spider-Man for the next few years. Steve had
already ensured his legacy; his creations would live on for decades, growing

and shifting as they found generation after generation of readers.
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DAREDEVIL

In 1964 Daredevil introduced lawyer Matthew Murdock who was blinded in a
hildhood acadent which gave him other, advanced senses. Daredewl #1 was
written by Stan and drawn by veteran comics artist Bill Everett, with Jack Kirby
pitching 1n on character aesign. [he first 1ssue of Daredevil bursts with action

M My rddn

ind excitement, with Everett's pencils giving Matt

1 ithe, athletic fee

Daredevil #2 was pendilled by Joe Orlando, an artist and editor who had been

working on EC's horror comics and MAD magazine. Wally Wood (another

EC veteran) took over from ssue #5 and gave Daredevil his distincuve red

Daredewvil was very much part of the connected Marvel Universe, He was

vy interacung with other characters ~ Ben Grimm POps INo his office

for legal advice in the second issue, and Daredewil battles Sprder-Man villain

Hectro in the same comic. | he Marvel Universe fel

+

with stones branct Ing oft in different directions. then n eeting up again

o>tan Lee was SUrpr sed to ind a new audience for the character, writing years
“Ami nNng My most treasured memones In connecuon w th Daredevil
ire the many letters we've receved over the past years, letters from :'-1~-“-[1I-.-

issoclated with organisations which aid the hands 1;';lv‘lj. and partcularly
the blind. These letters have told of the warm reception given to Daredevil’s
adventures by handicapped readers, readers who feel they have finally found a
hero with whom they can empathise.”

Over the years creators hke Frank Miler, Kevin Smith and Beian Michael
Bendis have used the character to discuss issues of farth, death. celebrnty and

fe rgveness, pem 1PS 1IN ways TI"'," couldn't with other super neroes.
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EDITION! THIS MAGAZINE
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COMIC MAG POSSESSIONS
IN THE MONTHS TO COME/

WRITTEN 8Y.......STAN LEE
WLuSTRATED 8¥.., BILL EVERETT
LETTERED OV,\.... SAM ROSEN
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A NEW KIND
OF HERO

CAPTA

I N Ms. Marvel was intended in some way to open up the male-dominated comics
ndustry to women. ' Almost without our inter <]!!:';" it, explaned Gerry Conway;
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