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THREE MORNINC STARS
A bright star in Yahdii's left heel, along with two nearby
\ \

n stors, form a star group colled Yeedak Gahaoyil (Yay-duk

Yahdii is ofien seen . 9 R : ' R

Go-ha-fill), which means ‘they went far up’ Eoch winter

&5 part ankmal, par g i ) . 2 % »

) b morning, from early October to early December, these stars

/ man. He cames .'l' Mg tise from the horizon ot a time, from the pitch dark to
and holdsa staff or \ the first down Light. Before they had clocks, the movement
/ “nlkms stick in of these stars helped the Dene time their morning octivities

his left hand \ of waking, eating breakfast, and setting out to hunt
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and information.
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ODIN’S WAGON

AN OLD NORSE STORY FROM SCANDINAVIA

The ancient Norse lived in the cold, northern lands that are now Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Iceland. Their
mythology Included tales of Odin, the chief god and lord of the dead; Thor, the mighty god of thunder and friend
1o humankind; Lokd the mischievous trickster; and mony other gods and goddesses. Whille these stories copture our
Interest around the world, we octually know very Uttle about Norse constellations. However, one Norse constellation
might be familiar to you. To the Norse, it was Karlsvagn, assodiated with the god Thor and his mighty chariot.
You might recognise it as the Plough.

- L
Ursa Minor includes Polaris,
the North Star, which the Norse calied
* Lefdarstjarna - the guiding stax

In the far north, the
constellation Ursa Major
can be seen in the sky

all year long. o

WHOSE WAGON ¥ _
IS IT ANYWAY?

The Plough, port of the constellation Ursa Majer,

ks one of the most recognisable asterisms in the

northern hemisphere. Across Europe, it has long been

seen as a wagon or chariot. In Norse tradition, it might

hove been colled Karlsvogn (Man's Wogon') or Odinvagn

('Odin’s woggorn'). In Germany, It's Der GroBe Wagen (The Great Waggon'), and in France,
Le Chariet. In Englond, it's sometimes colled Charles's Wain (another name for waggeon),

OTHER CONSTELLATIONS

THE WORLD TREE



N Zeus in Disguise | e OREE [T

To find Tourus in the night sky, look for the easy-10-spot Orion. (on pXX)
AN ANCIENT GREEK STORY You'll find Tourus right next to him. Between outumn and speing, you can

see Taurus in the northern hemisphere. Between spring ond outumn,
ik appears in the southern hemisphere.
to mischief, meddling in the lives of humans, No one enjoyed this more than the king of

the gods, Zeus, who often disguised himself as different animals. One such story has
been written in the sky, in the form of the constellation Tourus, the bull.

In Greek and Roman mythology, the gods and goddesses are well known for getting up

TRICKED BY A BULL N 3 Dt
w2
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Ounce Zeus had carried Esropa ashore in

: Crete, he showered her with presets. One

\\ =, of them was a dog. who we can now see in

L /‘ S S “ thve aky a8 the consteBarscn Cands Major
QL @)

»
OUT TO SEA

Master of disguise -~ .
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As well as transforming into a bull, Zeus wos also sald to have 4
disguised himsel! as o swan, o cuckoo ond o snake (‘-(- "k
; y S e e b Ly vt -y
reaching out het hand o stroke the bull's silky soft
i Shay crontvibc KR A ae e Bt B ZEUS REVEALED

and was even brave enough ¢
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elirnks nebes tha bl : ! : —
A A i e e Ewropa clung onto the bull, unable to escope K ,v-., . )
wikde hark Nos e e Fire T .~ - : . 4
wide bock. No soanar was Europa sating on the bul ventually, he teached dry lond: the islond of Crate s 3 y
0 VA S
an It bea ading Into the sea. At first. Eurone - { - e
than it began wading INto the sea. At tirst, turcpa here, Zeus reveoled his true form. He was the king \ | ;
felt excited But as the bull swam furthes o the
elt excited, but os the bu b urthes imo the of the gods. 1t s saxd that desple b tnckery, He won
waves, she lcoked back ot the land in alorm. Where

o A |
\
’ 4 > {
aver Ewopa’s heort and together they had three 4 g & -
Wt 1 : : Y s s et Bacs ™ ) . X >
was the bull taking her? How could she get back sons, including the Samous King Minos of Crete
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THE SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP

A BABYLONIAN STORY FROM THE MIDDLE EAST

Arcund 3,000 years ago, the Babylonians lived in the area that is now Iraq, Syria Tf’d‘\’- the constellation

or\d parts of southc_rr.\ Tur kxye They worshipped many gods and goddesses and 2'::;; :::ZLI t;xitd
believed that these divine beings used the movements and appearance of the Sun, Babylonians viewed it
Moon, planets and stars to foretell good and bad events on Earth. The Babylonians as a fish and a swallow
identified many constellations, often linked to stories of their gods, One of these joined at the tails

tells of Dumuzi, the shepherd god who travelled to the underworld.

~

DUMUZIIN THE UNDERWORLD CHANGING SEASONS ‘
Dumwuzi was o shepherd, but he was also the husband of In some versions of the story, Dumuz i stayed in | *
nanna, the powerful goddess of love, fertility and war. It s the underworld for holf the year, then swached - . ‘/ 1
said that inanna visited the underwarnid but soon with his sister, Geshtinanna, who stayed there /
discovered thot she could not leave unless someone else @ for the other half. While he wos down there, the r
tock hor place. Of course, no one wanted 1o stay in the land Batylomans experienced the hot, dry summer
of the dead ~ not even her own husbond - and so demons months, when nothing would grow ° * '
ook Dumuzi there by force. By ertering the underworld,
Dumuzi ded and was made o god of farming 2
and shepherds gt THE SHEPHERD BECOMES A SHEEP
' By around two thousand years 0go, the Babylonians stanted 10 see Dumui’s consteliation *
* differently, It was no longer a shepherd or hired man but a sheep! This chonge likely occured
REMEMBERED IN THE SKY

bocouse the written word for hired man’ is simdar to sheep’ in Babylonion. The idea of the sheep tock

The consteliction of Dumuzi the shepherd wos clso colled
the Hired Man, after the hived lobowrers who would help
harvest barley in the spring. Dumuzi con be seen in the
constellotion Arles the Rom. His wife, Inanna, Is close beside
him in the form of @ fish, known cs Anunitu. The fah oppecrs
In the sky at the end of the Babylonian year, which was in
February, followed by Dumuzi ot the beginning of the new
year, in March, marking the time of the spring harvests ond
the birth of new lombs

hold, and later became Aries the Ram in Greek astronomy, a name it's stil known by today.
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AN ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIAN STORY

One of the Aboriginol Australions” best-known constellations is the emu
Different Aboriginol peoples from across Australia and the Torres Strait
Islands have their own stories of the great emu in the sky.

. * . THE SPACE Y
RPd T BETWEEN THE STARS

: * * Constellations ore often seen as being groups of bright stars, sl
. 7 twinkling in the dark night. But for marry cultures in the southem .
. . hemisphere, where the centrol belt of our Mitky Way galaxy shines Nivya
. 2 Y brighaty across the sky, images ore formed from the dark spoces
* SR, ot within the Galaxy’s milky glow. These are known * .
e U T s . as dark constellations. -
. - . °
E 4 ¢ 2 . g F December to March the largely disappears
THE EMU THROUGH ~ * o R L o5 e
. . ’ ey = ° from the night sky. it Is said that he left the woterholes
THE YEAR 53 % i :
oo . douk Gaietel et = o i as they dried up in the summer heat, but will return %o
steltation lations e . * A * - the sky in April, when the cycle begins again.

shape throughout the year. One story, told by the Gamilaraay
. (Gum-ill-uh-rye) pecple says thot the changing emu signols o B

the right time for gathering food, accessing water, and 2

performing important soclal ceremonies,
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The Camilaeaay people
call the Emw consteltation
> Gawaergay. Other dark Mmhneo-tn
consseliations include Abcriginal Australians age not the
3 crocodile 3nd 3 kangarco. only people to see a huge bird in the
night sky. The Moqoit people of
northern Axgentina and the Tapl
people of the Amazon also recognise
: the same dak constellation as

a thea, o bacge Rightless bind




